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?Over t o You? has asked  us how can t he Aust ra lian Government  lif t  it s game in t he 
engagement  of  young peop le in policy development  and  delivery?

1. Execut ive Summary
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?Youth Pa rlia ment  ha s been such a n 
inc red ib le experience for me. It 's rea lly 
helped  me to work on lea dership , a dvoca cy, 
tea mwork, a nd  more spec if ica lly how to 
ta ke on ext ra  responsib ilit y a s I wa s a  
minister t his yea r. But  even more importa nt ly, 
I've ma de such mea ningful f riendships w ith 
t hose a round  me. I feel so sa fe to be myself  
a t  youth pa rlia ment  which ha s a llowed  me 
to ma ke genuine f riendships I know w ill la st  
a  long t ime.?

Quot e f rom a  2023 pa rt ic ipant

?Amp lif ying  the voice of young peop le to our 
Na t iona l Government  is c rit ica l g iven the 
jurisd ic t ion?s responsib ilit y for so ma ny 
issues tha t  rela te d irec t ly to young 
Aust ra lia ns. These opportunit ies for young 
peop le to develop  their lea dership  a nd  
a na lyt ica l skills, to p repa re a nd  deba te 
c rit ica l issues a nd  to cont ribute to deba te 
a re a lso signif ica nt . These experiences ca n 
lea d  to life cha ng ing moments for 
pa rt ic ipa nts. I wa s a  youth pa rlia menta ria n 
in 1991 a nd  it  is a n experience tha t  
encoura ged  me to ca re deep ly a bout  t he 
importa nce of our systems of pa rlia ment  
a nd  pub lic  a dminist ra t ion.?

Ben Hubba rd  ? Chief  of  St a f f  of  Prime 
M inist er Julia  Gilla rd  and  President  
of  Y Aust ra lia

There will be many answers to that  quest ion.

Some will focus on greater involvement with the 
sector or on specif ic programs or polic ies. Others will 
focus on the need for greater commitment by the 
Austra lian Government to bring the perspect ives of 
young people into crit ica l policy areas, such as 
housing, menta l hea lth and the environment. The 
Youth Advisory groups a lready established are a  
good step in this d irect ion.

This response to ?Over to You? focuses on another 
crit ica l area ? st rengthening the capabilit ies of young 
people to engage with the Austra lian Government.

This needs polic ies and programs that  st rengthen the 
voice of young people by support ing greater 
conf idence, skill development and an improved 
understanding of how our systems of government 
work.

This paper provides a  deta iled case study of the 
Youth Parliament programs. We believe there are 
va luable lessons to be drawn from these programs in 
the further development of the Austra lian 
Government?s Youth Engagement Model.

For one week every year, the seats of Austra lia 's sta te 
parliaments are f illed by young people who develop, 
debate and vote on polic ies that  ref lect  the passions, 
interests and concerns of their generat ion. This year 
those voices will a lso be heard in Darwin as the NT 
program is rebooted.

In 2023, more than 440 young Austra lians aged from 15 
to 25 have taken part  in the Y's Youth Parliament 
program. They are supported by the taskforces of 
volunteer young people ('taskies') who are genera lly 
Youth Parliamentarians from earlier years. Nearly 90 
young people volunteered as taskies in 2023.

Youth Parliamentarians receive t ra ining in public 
speaking and leadership a t  resident ia l camps. They 
work together to research the issues they're 
passionate about  and t ransform those ideas into 
formal policy proposals as parliamentary b ills. Then 
they debate the merits of those proposals following 
the processes and rules of the Westminster 
parliamentary system.

In 2023, approximately 60 Bills were developed, 
debated and voted on across the country covering a  
wide variety of policy issues from menta l hea lth to 
housing, maternity services and vaping. Each Youth 
Parliament a lso debated a 'nat iona l mot ion to public 
importance' which this year was a mot ion for a  
Federa l Human Rights Bill.

This submission is the f irst  effort  to pull together a  
nat iona l p icture of the work of our Youth Parliaments. 
It  a ims to provides insight  into the quest ion - What do 
Austra lia 's Youth Parliaments think? It  does that  by 
provid ing an overview of the work Youth Parliament 's 
undertook in 2023, with a  specif ic focus on the key 
issues highlighted in 'Over to You'.

At  a  t ime of rising globa l threats to democracy, 
programs like Youth Parliaments provide a  
fundamenta l grounding in our democrat ic systems 
and processes for the next  generat ion of Austra lian 
leaders.

Y Austra lia  congratula tes our Youth Parliamentarians, 
taskies and the Y sta ff that  support  them for their 
passion, efforts and outcomes. We commend this 
work to polit ica l leaders from a ll Austra lian 
parliaments and from every polit ica l perspect ive, 
as a  testament to the creat ivity of young people and 
the va lue of their insights.



Invest  in t he capab ilit ies of  young peop le t o support  t heir 
engagement  in t he policy d iscussions and  deba t es c rit ica l 
t o t heir lives and  t heir communit ies, ensuring equit ab le 
opport unit ies for a  range of  d iverse communit ies. Invest ment s 
should  support  young peop le?s opport unit ies t o develop :

2. Recommenda t ions

3

t he skills needed  t o st rengt hen t heir voices in policy 
development  and  advocacy

t he conf idence t o advoca t e on beha lf  of  t hemselves 
and  t heir communit ies

t heir underst and ing of, and  engagement  w it h, 
Aust ra lia?s democra t ic  inst it ut ions and  syst ems.
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3. About  Yout h Pa rliament
Y Aust ra lia  welcomes t he opport unit y t o 
p rovide t his response t o t he ?Over t o You? 
d iscussion paper.

The Y (formerly t he 'YMCA') in Aust ra lia  is a  soc ia l
enterp rise, opera t ing  in more tha n 680 communit ies, 
w ith 11,500 emp loyees a nd  over l6 million 
pa rt ic ipa t ions in our p rogra ms a nd  fa c ilit ies
over t he pa st  yea r.

Globa lly, the YMCA is the la rgest  youth movement
in the world , rea ching  65 million p eop le in over 120
countries, on every cont inent .

Across Aust ra lia , the Y of fers a  w ide ra nge of
p rogra ms a nd  services to sup p ort  child ren a nd
young p eop le a cross their lifesp a n, in every sta te
a nd  territory.

The Y's mission is to emp ower child ren, young
p eop le a nd  communit ies Aust ra lia -w ide to build  a
just , susta ina b le, equita b le a nd  inc lusive world ,
where every p erson, rega rd less of ba ckground , ca n
thrive in body, mind  a nd  sp irit ; a nd  ca n rea ch their
full p otent ia l, w ith d ignity.

La st  yea r, the world  YMCA movement  ca me
together to a gree on its f irst  ever g loba l st ra tegy,
Vision 2030 -  which commits to g loba l a c t ion
a cross four p illa rs: Community Wellbeing ,
Mea ning ful Work, Susta ina b le Pla net  a nd  a  Just
World .

Our Y federa t ion in Aust ra lia , ma de up  of 12
member a ssoc ia t ions a nd  four na t iona l ent it ies,
a re a ligned  in our commitment  to d rive systemic
cha nge for a  bet ter world  w ith a nd  for young
p eop le, in resp ect  of these four p illa rs.

In Aust ra lia , the Youth Pa rlia ment  p rogra m is a
crit ica l p a rt  of our Just  World  goa l, to a mp lify the
voices of young p eop le a s a gents of cha nge, for a n
equa l a nd  sa fe world .

The benef its of the Youth Pa rlia ment  a re va st . Not
only does the p rogra m p rovide a n imp orta nt
p la t form to eleva te young p eop le's insights a nd
lived  exp erience, but  its comp onents a lso sup p ort
young p eop le to lea rn new skills, build  conf idence,
lea d , a nd  ult ima tely, thrive.

680+
Communit ies Employees

11.5k+ 16m+
Part ic ipa t ions



Through our work, we know a  range of  import ant  needs must  be support ed  t o 
enab le young peop le t o f lourish. Those needs inc lude:

The Youth Pa rlia ment  p rogra m p rovides a  sa fe, 
lea rning environment  where these needs ca n be 
met .

Youth Pa rlia ment  p a rt ic ip a nts collec t ively deba te 
soc ia l issues releva nt  to young p eop le, c rit ica lly 
d iscuss c rea t ive solut ions a nd  develop  inf luent ia l 
Bills ? a ll in a  tea m environment  where they ca n 
t rust  a nd  be t rusted . The p rogra m builds 
p a rt ic ip a nts? ca p a c ity to think c rit ica lly, work in a  
tea m, show lea dership  a nd  a rt icula te their idea s.

In p ra c t ice, the p rogra m is a chieved  through a  
series of t ra ining  da ys a nd  weekly commit tee 
meet ings, culmina t ing  in a n intensive weeklong 
ca mp. In p rep a ra t ion for the ca mp, p a rt ic ip a nts 

work together to d iscuss idea s a nd  write b ills on 
p olit ica l issues tha t  a re imp orta nt  to them. During  
the ca mp  the young p eop le deba te a nd  vote on the 
b ills they w ill ta ke to Pa rlia ment  House. Those 
looking  to further develop  their lea dership  ca p a c ity 
ca n choose to ta ke up on a  Ministeria l ro le in the 
p rogra m. Pa rt ic ip a nts a re a lso of fered  the 
op p ortunity to return in future yea rs a s a  volunteer 
to a ssist  in running  the p rogra m a nd  mentor future 
cohorts.

At  every step  of the p rogra m, ea ch young p erson 
ha s the op p ortunity ? a nd  a re sup p orted  a nd  
encoura ged  ? to cont ribute their idea s a nd  insights 
a nd  build  a  self- recognit ion of their own ta lents, 
comp etenc ies a nd  p urp ose.

A sense of  
belong ing

To know t hey 
have t a lent

The power t o 
make dec isions 
t ha t  inf luence 

t heir world

To have 
opport unit ies t o 

be pa rt  of  a  
b roader soc ia l 

net work

To rea lise 
t ha t  t heir lif e 

has a  
purpose
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Eva lua t ions have demonst ra t ed  t he immense va lue of  t he Yout h Pa rliament  
p rograms and  connec t ing w it h like-minded  peers, as report ed  by pa rt ic ipant s. 
For examp le, a f t er pa rt ic ipa t ing in t he 2023 Y WA Yout h Pa rliament :

94%
of  pa rt ic ipant s agreed  t ha t  
pa rt ic ipa t ion inc reased  t heir 
ab ilit y t o have a  voice and  be 
hea rd  on issues in t he 
communit y

88% 77%
of  young peop le report ed  an 
inc reased  sense of  belong ing 
post -p rogram

report ed  t hey were bet t er 
equipped  for t eamwork



6

Young peop le of ten ta ke the lea d  on issues 
tha t  ma y seem ra d ica l a t  f irst  but  a re la ter 
w idely a ccep ted  in our communit ies. Over 
t he yea rs Youth Pa rlia ment  Bills ha ve 
p receded  a c tua l reforms on a rea s like gun 
cont rol, eutha na sia  rights, d rug test ing  for 
d rivers a nd  ba ns on sing le use p la st ic  ba gs. 
Our Vic toria n p rogra m ha s ident if ied  nea rly 
70 of t heir Youth Pa rlia ment  Bills t ha t  
p receded  la ter cha nges to Vic toria n la ws.

Youth Pa rlia ments a re not  unique to 
Aust ra lia  opera t ing  g loba lly in va rious 
ca pa c it ies in North America , Asia  a nd  
Europe. The YMCA a lso opera tes simila r 
p rogra ms in t he USA a nd  the UK.

There ha ve been a  sma ll number of 
Federa l Youth Pa rlia ments in t he 90's a nd  
ea rly 2000's, t hough none in t he la st  
deca de. Ind igenous Youth Pa rlia ments 
were a lso held  in 2012, 2014 a nd  2017.

TAS

1988

VIC

1987

SA

1994

QLD

1996

WA

1998

NSW

2002

Year t he annua l p rogram was est ab lished  

There a re records of  Yout h Pa rliament s in Aust ra lia  da t ing back t o t he 
la t e sixt ies. Today?s annua l p rograms have been opera t ing cont inuously 
since t he la t e 1980s.  
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A t ruly d iverse na t iona l reach:
ref lec t ion on t he 2023 cohort

438
Part ic ipant s in t he 2023 p rograms

57%
Fema le

37%
Male

6%
Ot her

6%
First  Na t ions

28%
CALD

26%
LGBTQIA+

10%
Disab ilit y

There is st rong represent a t ion f rom rura l and  reg iona l Aust ra lia  and  (for school aged  
pa rt ic ipant s) f rom government  schools t oo



4. Wha t  do Aust ra lia?s Yout h 
Pa rliament s Think?

The evidence shows c lea rly t ha t  t hese a re 
some of  t he most  import ant  issues of  t he day 
t o young Aust ra lians. This comes f rom a  
range of  sources such as t he annua l M ission 
Aust ra lia  survey. They a lso a lign st rong ly t o 
t he survey of  Yout h Pa rliament a rians (see 
page 17) and  t he st rong a lignment  of  many 
t he Bills deba t ed  in t his yea r?s p rograms.

'Over t o You' ident if ies six key issues and  invit es young peop le t o p rovide 
feedback. The follow ing pages out line t he work Yout h Pa rliament 's 
undert ook in 2023 relevant  t o t hese six issues, as well as a  number 
of  ot her Bills on ma t t ers import ant  t o pa rt ic ipant s.  

We a lso know these issues a re g loba l 
p riorit ies for young peop le. They st rong ly 
a lign w ith t he World  YMCA Pilla rs of Impa ct  
endorsed  in 2022 (see pa ge 16). The World  
YMCA Pilla rs of Impa ct  ref lec t  t hree yea rs 
of consulta t ion w ith our g loba l youth 
movement  t ha t  spa ns a cross more tha n 
100 count ries.

8
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M ent a l hea lt h and  access 
t o hea lt hca re

Revolut ion, 
Prevent ion, and  

Dest igma t isa t ion 
of  Ment a l Hea lt h 

Bill 2023 (NSW)

Immigrant  and  
M igrant  Support  

and  Resource 
Support  Package 

Bill 2023 (NSW)

Yout h Vap ing 
Reduc t ion Bill 

2023 (SA)

Ment a l 
Hea lt h 

Services Ac t  
2023 (TAS)

Rura l West ern 
Aust ra lian 
Ind igenous 

Hea lt h Program 
Bill 2023 (WA)

Women?s Hea lt h 
and  Educa t ion 
Reform Bill 2023 

(WA)

Reform p roposa ls f rom 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s:

- Imp rove women?s hea lth litera cy to comba t  systemic  d isc rimina t ion in ca re a nd  

resea rch, a nd  int roduce pa id  menst rua l lea ve a nd  f ree menst rua l p roduc ts.

- Int roduce menta l hea lth t ra ining  in workp la ces where ?physica l? f irst  a id  t ra ining  is 

a lrea dy required . This would  be supported  by pub lic  fund ing.

- Int roduce grea ter monitoring  of va p ing on school p remises, g rea ter educa t ion on 

the ef fec ts of va p ing a nd  va p ing quit t ing  p rogra ms to reduce ra tes of va p ing 

a mong young peop le.

- Expa nd  of online menta l hea lth services.

- Develop  a nd  imp lement  menta l hea lth a nd  wellbeing  curriculum tha t  supports 

p rima ry school a ged  students to build  a wa reness of menta l hea lth, cop ing 

st ra teg ies a nd  reduce st igma .

- Deliver menta l hea lth ma intena nce courses in correc t iona l fa c ilit ies to support  

inma tes a f ter relea se.

- Provide grea ter support  for peop le experienc ing  perina ta l menta l illness in 

isola ted  communit ies.

- Expa nd  ma terna l a nd  perina ta l ca re a nd  support  in rura l a nd  reg iona l a rea s.

Key Bills developed  by 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s
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Promot ing  equit y and  
removing  d isc rimina t ion

Inc reasing 
Yout h 

Cult ura l 
Opport unit ies 
Bill 2023 (SA)

SROGIESC1 
Inc lusive 

Tra ining Bill 
2023 (SA)

Trut h-Telling  
and  Cult ura l 
Apprec ia t ion 
in Educa t ion 

Yout h Bill 2023 
(QLD)

Baya la , 
Nga ra  

Winga ra  (To 
Speak, List en 
and  Think) Bill 

2023 (NSW)

Immigrant  and  
M igrant  

Support  and  
Resource 

Package Bill 
2023 (NSW)

Transport  and  
Inf rast ruc t ure 
Accessib ilit y 

Bill 2023 
(NSW)

Reform p roposa ls f rom 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s:

- Ena b le bet ter a ccess to soc ia l a nd  cultura l opportunit ies (sports, a rts, la ngua ges, 

etc .) for child ren a nd  young peop le f rom low soc io-economic  ba ckgrounds 

through intervent ions such a s t ra nsport  vouchers, curriculum cred its, a nd  

ta rgeted  community fund ing.

- Delivering  ma nda tory t ra ining  for the pub lic  sec tor workforce to enha nce their 

understa nd ing of ma t ters rela ted  to Sexua l a nd  Roma nt ic  Orienta t ion, Gender 

Ident ity a nd  Exp ression a nd  Sex Cha ra c terist ics (SROGIESC).

- Incorpora te t ruth-telling  a nd  cultura l a pp rec ia t ion in Queensla nd  sta te schools 

educa t ion on the impa cts of colonisa t ion, conf lic t  a nd  a ssimila t ion on First  

Na t ions peop les in Aust ra lia .

- Esta b lish a n Aborig ina l a nd  Torres St ra it  Isla nder Voice to NSW pa rlia ment .

- Deliver a  p rogra m for recent  migra nts to imp rove their a ccess to la ngua ge 

p rogra ms, hea lth services, housing support , job  a ccessib ilit y a nd  educa t ion 

services.

- Imp rove d isa b ilit y a ccessib ilit y a t  a ll sta t ions a nd  pub lic  t ra nsport  services, 

inc lud ing  p rovid ing  personnel to a ssist  peop le w ith d isa b ilit y exit ing  a nd  entering  

pub lic  t ra nsport .

1Sexual and Romantic Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression and Sex Characteristics

Key Bills developed  by 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s
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Clima t e change and  t he 
environment

A Just  
Transit ion t o 
Sust a inab le 

Energy Bill 2023 
(NSW)

Sof t  Plast ic  
Recyc ling Bill 

2023 (SA)

Urban Area  
Hea t  

Tempera t ure 
Bill 2023 (VIC)

Marine Hea lt h 
and  

Conserva t ion 
Yout h Bill 2023 

(QLD)

Forest ry 
Prot ec t ion Ac t  

2023 (TAS)

Clima t e 
Incent ive Ac t  

2023 (TAS)

Wast e 
Responsib ilit y 
and  Recyc ling 
Bill 2023 (WA)

Reform p roposa ls f rom 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s:

- Ma nda te 10% of pet ro l sa les to be f rom b ioetha nol sources.

- Increa se fund ing in na t ive forest  regenera t ion a nd  susta ina b le p la nta t ions to 
c rea te more jobs in the logg ing indust ry.

- Deliver a  pub lic  educa t ion p rogra m on recyc ling  sof t  p la st ics, boost  fund ing 
resea rch in sof t  p la st ic  recyc ling  resea rch a nd  esta b lish pub lic ly owned  sof t  
p la st ic  recyc ling  fa c ilit ies.

- Develop  a  scheme to minimise a mb ient  urba n hea t  through increa sing  urba n t ree 
ca nopy covera ge; encoura g ing roof ma teria ls tha t  ref lec t  ra ther tha n a bsorb  
hea t ; a nd  inc rea sing  the insta lla t ion of g reen roofs.

- Roll out  a  ma rine pub lic  educa t ion p rogra m to build  pub lic  a wa reness of ma rine 
a nima ls, their ecosystems a nd  the importa nce of conserva t ion.

- Imp lement  green, environmenta lly f riend ly inf ra st ruc ture in new developments.

- Int roduce ta x deduct ions for investments in c lima te a c t ion.

- Int roduce a  p rogra m to boost  recyc ling  ra tes by esta b lishing  a  wa ste p ric ing  
incent ive a nd  increa sing  collec t ion, t rea tment  a nd  d isposa l services for domest ic  
a nd  commerc ia l use.

Key Bills developed  by 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s
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Cost  of  l iv ing  and  housing

Soc ia l Housing 
and  Well-Built  

Neighbourhoods 
(SHAWN) Bill 2023 

(SA)

Communit y 
and  

Homelessness 
Out reach 

Yout h Bill 2023  
(QLD)

Fert ile Grounds 
Yout h Bill 2023 

(QLD)

Resident ia l 
Land lord  and  

Tenancy 
Regula t ion 
Reform Bill 
2023 (VIC)

Build ing 
Communit ies 
Ac t  2023 (TAS)

Reform p roposa ls f rom 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s:

- Imp rove a ccess to housing through const ruc t ion of new soc ia l a nd  a f forda b le 

housing; expa nsion of soc ia l housing elig ib ilit y; the reint roduc t ion of duty for 

investment  p ropert ies; a nd  incent ives a nd  st ra teg ies to inc rea se housing density 

a long pub lic  t ra nsport  corridors.

- Design a  community-ba sed , mult i-d isc ip lina ry ca se ma na gement  model for 

services delivered  to peop le who a re experienc ing  homelessness.

- Crea te more wa lka b le a nd  susta ina b le urba n communit ies, w ith grea ter, more 

a f forda b le housing supp ly.

- Int roduce p rotec t ions for renters through new renta l cont ro ls; dea d lines for 

la nd lords to f ix def ic ienc ies in renta l p ropert ies; a  mecha nism tha t  p rovides bet ter 

oversight  of la nd lords a nd  rea l esta te a gents; a nd  tempora ry rent  f reeze.

- Imp rove a ccess to a f forda b le housing through a  comb ina t ion of g ra nts  a nd  ta x 

incent ives for a f forda b le housing p rojec ts, st rengthening renta l a ssista nce 

p rogra ms a nd  a  government  buyba ck of unoccup ied  p ropert ies to c rea te a  stock 

of rent  cont ro lled  soc ia l housing.

Key Bills developed  by 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s
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Access t o a  qua lit y educa t ion

Lea rn Wit hout  
Limit s Bill 2023 

(SA)

Educa t ion 
(Teaching 

Recruit ment  and  
Support ) Yout h 
Bill 2023  (QLD)

Text book 
Reform in 

Seconda ry 
Schools Bill 
2023 (VIC)

Bully ing 
Int ervent ion 

and  Prevent ion 
in Schools Bill 

2023 (VIC)

Cult ura l 
Educa t ion in 
Schools and  

Communit ies Bill 
2023  (VIC)

Disab ilit y 
Inc lusion in 
Vic t orian 

Seconda ry 
Educa t ion Bill 

2023 (VIC)

Cybersecurit y 
in Primary 

Schools Bill 
2023 (VIC)

Reform p roposa ls f rom 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s:

- Esta b lish online lea rning  a lterna t ives for seconda ry school students who a re 
una b le to a t tend  ma inst rea m schooling  due to physica l, menta l hea lth or 
educa t iona l needs. This inc ludes p rovid ing  students w ith the necessa ry devices 
a nd  online curriculum, a s well a s p rofessiona l development  for tea chers to 
support  online lea rning .

- Add ress tea cher shorta ges for reg iona l schools through enha nced  recruitment , 
ca reer pa thwa ys, a nd  needs-ba sed  mea sures.

- Reduce environmenta l wa ste a nd  cost  ba rriers though a  cent ra lised  a pp roa ch 
to textbooks.

- Equip  schools a nd  students w ith skills a nd  resources to decrea se bullying .

- Promote inc lusion a nd  a pp rec ia t ion for Polynesia n a nd  First  Na t ions culture in 
schools.

- Esta b lish a  cybersecurity educa t ion p rogra m for p rima ry school students a nd  
their pa rents a nd  ca rers to imp rove their understa nd ing of benef its, risks a nd  
sa fegua rds of online a c t ivity, inc lud ing  soc ia l med ia .

- Imp rove students? a nd  tea chers? understa nd ing of d isa b ilit y.

Key Bills developed  by 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s
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Employment  opport unit ies

Key Bills developed  by 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s

Ind igenous 
Yout h Job  

Hubs Bill 2023 
(VIC)

Mot hers in t he 
Workforce Bill 

2023  (NSW)

Mot hers in t he 
Workforce Bill 

2023  (NSW)

Wellbeing 
and  Work 
Educa t ion 
Ac t  2023 

(TAS)

Mot hers in 
t he 

Regula t ions of  
Art if ic ia l 

Int elligence 
Bill 2023 (WA)

Reform p roposa ls f rom 2023 Yout h Pa rliament s:

- Int roduce a  workp la ce rea d iness p rogra m for seconda ry school 

students which upskills young peop le on top ics, such a s f ina nces a nd  pa ying  ta x, 

resume writ ing  a nd  job  skills, emp loyment  la w, work life ba la nce a nd  working  w ith 

peop le of d iverse ba ckgrounds.

- Regula t ion of AI to mit iga te risks a ssoc ia ted  w ith AI imp lementa t ion in businesses 

a nd  a dd ress the impa ct  of a utoma t ion on emp loyment  inc lud ing  worsening 

inequa lit ies.

- Imp rove a ccess to child  ca re inc lud ing  in the workp la ce, int roduce motherhood  

educa t ion a nd  p rovide new counselling  a nd  psycholog ist  services for new 

mothers.

- Close the ga p  in emp loyment  between Ind igenous a nd  non- Ind igenous young 

peop le by esta b lishing  a n Ind igenous Youth Jobs Hub  tha t  build  young peop le?s 

job  rea d iness skills a nd  connect  them d irec t ly w ith businesses a nd  job  

opportunit ies.

- Int roduce emp loyment  incent ives to renewa b le energy compa nies to emp loy 

workers f rom fossil fuel indust ries.
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Ot her Bil ls f rom t he 2023 
Yout h Pa rliament s 

Trut hful Polit ica l Advert ising Bill 2023 (SA)  
t o bet ter regula te polit ica l a dvert ising .

Cybersecurit y (Prot ec t ions and  Prevent ions) Bill 2023 (NSW)  
t o esta b lish a n a gency responsib le for cybersecurit y a nd  improve educa t ion on cybersecurit y.

Prot ec t ion of  Prot est  Right s Bill 2023 (NSW)  
t o repea l rest ric t ions on p rotests.

Yout h Just ice (Reform) Ac t  2023 (TAS) and  t he Yout h Just ice 
Reform Bill 2023 (SA)  t o inc rea se the a ge of c rimina l responsib ilit y.

Anima l Welfa re in Shelt ers Bill 2023 (VIC)  
t o reduce overc rowd ing in a nima l shelters t hrough bet ter rehoming.

Lowering t he Vic t orian Vot ing Age Bill 2023 (VIC)  
t o lower t he vot ing  a ge to 16.

Food  Wast e Awareness and  Reduc t ion Bill 2023 (VIC)  
t o esta b lish a  cent ra l Food  Ba nk system to reduce food  wa ste a nd  p rovide grea ter food  
securit y.

Reduct ion of  Host ile Archit ec t ure Bill 2023 (VIC) and  t he 
Remova l of  Aggressive Inf rast ruc t ure for Sa fe and  Equa l 
Cit ies (RAISE) Bill 2023 (SA)  
t o c rea te more sa fe spa ces for homeless peop le in pub lic  spa ces.

Elec t ora l Af fa irs Bill 2023 (WA)  
t o improve loca l government  democra cy inc lud ing by int roduc ing online vot ing .

Manda t ory Trauma- Informed Tra ining for Child  Welfa re 
Bill 2023 (WA)  
t o expa nd  t ra uma  informed  t ra ining  for p rofessiona l espec ia lly t hose w ith ma nda tory 
report ing  ob liga t ions.

Regiona l Business Incuba t or Est ab lishment  Bill 2023 (SA)  
t o esta b lish business incuba tors a nd  encoura ge businesses to move to reg iona l loca t ions.
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Priorit y Areas in ?Over t o You? World  YMCA Pilla rs

Just  World

Communit y Wellbeing 

Meaningful Work 

Sust a inab le Planet  

Cost  of living  
a nd  housing 

Menta l hea lth a nd  
a ccess to hea lthca re 

Access to a  qua lit y 
educa t ion 

Clima te cha nge a nd  
the environment

Promot ing  equit y a nd  
removing d isc rimina t ion 

Emp loyment  
opportunit ies

Alignment  of  t he six Key Issues w it h 
t he World  YM CA Pil la rs of  Impac t
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Yout h Pa rliament a rians2 were surveyed  on t he 
issues t ha t  a re most  import ant  t o t hem and  

unsurp rising ly t heir t op  responses a lign c losely 
w it h t he six p riorit y a reas ident if ied  in 

?Over t o You?.

29%
Ment a l Hea lt h, 

Wellbeing, Bully ing

24%
Clima t e Change, 

Environment , Lit t ering and  
Pollut ion

18%
Inc lusion, Diversit y and  

Disc rimina t ion

18%
Yout h Crime and  

Civil Unrest

17%
Housing, Cost  of  Living 

and  Inf la t ion
16%

Povert y & 
Homelessness

14%
Educa t ion

12%
Communit y and  

Polit ica l Engagement , 
Soc ia l Apa t hy12%

Pension, Soc ia l 
Services and  

Securit ies

11%
Pub lic  Fac ilit ies and  

Services, 
Communit y, Sport  

and  Recrea t ion 10%
Subst ance Abuse, 

Vap ing

10%
Hea lt h Services

8%
Pub lic  Transport  

and  Roads

7%
Inf rast ruc t ure, 

Ma int enance and  
Pub lic  Works

6%
Gender, Sexua lit y 

and  LGBTQIA+
6%

Percept ion, Body 
Image, Soc ia l 

Med ia  and  
Esa fet y

6%
Employment , 

Tra ining and  Skills 
Development

2Responses from 326 Youth Parliamentarians in 2023



If  you would  like to d iscuss this submission further, p lea se conta c t  Ja rrod  
Dobson ja rrod .dobson@the-y.org .a u, Na t iona l Direc tor of Advoca cy 
a nd  Pub lic  Policy.

See more informa t ion a bout  t he Youth Pa rlia ment  p rogra m a nd  our other 
services a nd  p rogra ms on our website.

For more informa t ion on the respec t ive Youth Pa rlia ment  p rogra ms, p lea se see 
websites below:  

- New South Wa les Youth Pa rlia ment  

- Northern Territory Youth Pa rlia ment   

- Queensla nd  Youth Pa rlia ment   

- South Aust ra lia  Youth Pa rlia ment  

- Ta sma nia  Youth Pa rlia ment  

- Vic toria  Youth Pa rlia ment   

- Western Aust ra lia  Youth Pa rlia ment

Append ix A: Cont ac t  Det a ils

i

https://ymca.org.au/
https://www.ymcansw.org.au/community-services/youth/youth-parliament/
https://www.ymcansw.org.au/community-services/youth/youth-parliament/
https://www.ymcansw.org.au/community-services/youth/youth-parliament/
https://www.ymcansw.org.au/community-services/youth/youth-parliament/
https://www.ymcansw.org.au/community-services/youth/youth-parliament/
https://nt.ymca.org.au/Pages/Home.aspx
https://nt.ymca.org.au/Pages/Home.aspx
https://nt.ymca.org.au/Pages/Home.aspx
https://nt.ymca.org.au/Pages/Home.aspx
https://ymcaqueensland.org.au/services/queensland-youth-parliament
https://ymcaqueensland.org.au/services/queensland-youth-parliament
https://ymcaqueensland.org.au/services/queensland-youth-parliament
https://www.sa.ymca.org.au/what-we-do/youth-empowerment/youth-parliament
https://www.sa.ymca.org.au/what-we-do/youth-empowerment/youth-parliament
https://www.sa.ymca.org.au/what-we-do/youth-empowerment/youth-parliament
https://www.sa.ymca.org.au/what-we-do/youth-empowerment/youth-parliament
https://hobart.ymca.org.au/
https://hobart.ymca.org.au/
https://hobart.ymca.org.au/
https://vicyouth.ymca.org.au/learning-and-leadership/youth-parliament
https://vicyouth.ymca.org.au/learning-and-leadership/youth-parliament
https://vicyouth.ymca.org.au/learning-and-leadership/youth-parliament
https://www.ymcawa.org.au/what-we-do/youth-services/western-australian-youth-parliament
https://www.ymcawa.org.au/what-we-do/youth-services/western-australian-youth-parliament
https://www.ymcawa.org.au/what-we-do/youth-services/western-australian-youth-parliament
https://www.ymcawa.org.au/what-we-do/youth-services/western-australian-youth-parliament
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